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The City of Winnipeg was incorporated in
1873. Since then, it has been administered by
an elected council, under the leadership of the
mayor. One of the priorities of Winnipeg’s first
Council was to secure a permanent address for
the administration of civic affairs.

Construction of Winnipeg's first city hall,
located on Main Street between William and
Market Avenues, began in August of 1875 with
the laying of the cornerstone. Completed in
1876, the building suffered from chronic
structural problems. It was finally judged
unsound and demolished in 1883.
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Winnipeg's second city hall, described by some
as a "Victorian fantasy”, was designed by
Barber and Barber and built by Robert Dewar.
Completed in 1886, the so-called “Gingerbread”
city hall symbolized Winnipeg’s coming of age
at the end of the nineteenth century.

During the early years of the twentieth century,
Winnipeg grew quickly and plans for a new city
hall were soon under discussion. Were it not
for the outbreak of World War I, City Hall
would likely have been replaced by the winning
entry in a design competition held by the City in
1912. Instead, the grand old building stood for
another fifty years.

Shortly after WWII, a
committee was struck to
study the issue of civic
accommodation and
growing concerns over
the structural integrity of
the old city hall. After
much public debate,
Winnipeg's second city
hall was torn down in
1962 to make way for
construction of the
present civic centre.
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When planning for Winnipeg’s third city hall,
Council considered a number of sites in and
around the downtown core, but decided to
remain in the city’s traditional central business
district adjacent to Old Market Square.

The present City Hall is the result of a design
competition held in the early 1960's. The site
plan originally called for construction of two
buildings — one for Council, and one for
Administration — but the scope of the project
was enlarged to include a Public Safety Building
and Civic Parkade. The winning design was
representative of
post war trends
in both
architecture and
urban planning -
a functional
blend of
modernist
architecture and
the civic centre
concept.
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